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Junior Shodan Kata Requirements
Objective
The purpose was to determine an alternate option to the proposal submitted by David Matusomoto in the fall of 2025. The USJF Promotion Committee wanted further exploration into the concept and Joshua Kindelberger was delegated the task by USJF President Mitchell Palacio. The task force created was led by Janet Johnson, which consisted of the following members:
· Janet Johnson
· Diane Tamai Jackson
· Karen Nagai
· Frances Glaze  
Outcomes
The decision made was that the JUNIOR SHODAN kata requirement would have two required components, one of which has two options:
1. All applicants for Junior Shodan must take, complete, and show the certificate of completion of the Nage No Kata on-line course, thus ensuring that each applicant has received the same quality and depth of information pertaining to Nage No Kata.
2. The performance portion of the Kata requirement has two options:
     a) Each applicant will perform, as Tori, two techniques of their choice from each of the first three sets of Nage No Kata (Te Waza, Koshi Waza and Ashi Waza) including the formal opening and closing bowing protocols
     b) An applicant who is actively competing in any of the approved Kodokan recognized katas can show evidence of having competed in a given kata such as supplying a scoresheet marked by a recognized, certified judge, having a member of their Promotion Examination Committee observe or judge them during a competition, etc. 
This allows for flexibility, freedom of choice, and the ability to highlight one's passions and skills in this proposed subset of Shodan ranking.
Recommendation 
The recommendation is for the USJF Promotion Committee to review the outcomes from the task force and provide feedback related to the information presented. If no further edits are needed, then the recommendation is to vote to move this forward to the USJF Board of Examiners for further discussion. 
Joshua Kindelberger
USJF 1st Vice President
USJF Development Committee Chair
USJF Promotion Committee Member
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