Report from Junior and Youth Development Subcommittee Chair Janet Johnson
First I would like to thank Robin Rosenthal for offering to help find and select the potential Sportsmanship award winners and for all of her help with organizing and presenting awards to the recipients.  She worked tirelessly throughout the tournament and tolerated my moments of angst with grace.
Thank you also to Nathan Lee for securing the beautiful trophies for the special awards.  
The following are the award winners selected at the 2025 USJF Summer Nationals.  Most of the awards were selected based on results generated from Smooth comp.  I owe Chris Reid a huge thank you for sorting through all the data on Sunday to help get the selections completed in a timely manner.  Unfortunately, nobody told us that the team tournament had been cancelled or awards could have been presented before everyone was already walking out.  
Special Award winners Saturday July 19,2025

OUTSTANDING FEMALE JUDOKA: RAYLEN GRACE GANIR. Pearl City Judo
OUTSTANDING MALE JUDOKA:  ACE KOBAYAKAWA  Shudokan Judo Club
BEST FEMALE TECHNIQUE:  BLAKE REGO  Hawaii Judo Academy
BEST MALE TECHNIQUE:  KALOI CHANDLEN.  Hongwanji Judo Club
FEMALE FIGHTING SPIRIT:  KAYLEE TSUE. Leeward Judo Club
MALE FIGHTING SPIRIT:  TAJ YASUDA  Waiau Judo Club
FEMALE SPORTSMANSHIP:  SCARLETT PUAHALA  Hawaii Kaikaku Judo Club
MALE SPORTSMANSHIP:  LANDON COVINGTON RIPLEY. Lakeland Judo
Of the award winners on Saturday, Kaylee Tsue was the only one present to receive her award at the end of Saturday’s tournament and award ceremony.  On Sunday, just before and during the competitions, Kaylee and all other award winners were presented with their awards and given opportunities for photographs, except for Taj Yasuda who was paged several times on Sunday but did not report.    
Special Award Winners Sunday, July 20, 2025
OUTSTANDING FEMALE JUDOKA:  EMILY NOTO Taishi Judo Club
OUTSTANDING MALE JUDOKA:  Ryker Shimabukuro. Island Judo Hawaii
BEST FEMALE TECHNIQUE :  IHILANI SAKAI : Shudokan Judo Club
BEST MALE TECHNIQUE:  DASH NAKASHIMA  Manoa Judo Club
FEMALE FIGHTING SPIRIT:  SAIYA CHANDRASEKARAN East Bay Judo Institute
MALE FIGHTING SPIRIT:  MICAH BANIAGA.  Yokosuka Base Judo Club
FEMALE SPORTSMANSHIP:  SKYE PAVO  Leeward Judo Club
MALE SPORTSMANSHIP:  BRAXTON SHIMABUKURO Island Judo Hawai’i
The trophies not picked up by award winners were left with Ed Hanishiro along with the award winners names for distribution as the event coordinators best see fit.
Based on the previous experiences I have been told of from Committee members, on my experience at this event, and on the reactions of many, it is my recommendation that we make a motion at the immediate upcoming BOD meeting with a second reading at the immediate meeting following to suspend the Junior Awards.  I truly believe it is unfair and potentially biased to make the selections purely on recommendations of a random group of people with no concrete data.    Waiting for the SmoothComp results makes it much more fair and unbiased, however it delays the final results so many have left the venue before the awards were ready to be announced. The recipients of 12 out of the 16 awards have already received a medal or trophy for their successes, and there is potential for the other 4 award winners to have medaled as well.  
After much self-deliberation,  I think it would be better for USJF to create and purchase banners that reflect the Judo morals we want our judoka to embody.  These banners would be displayed at the Summer Nationals, set up as a photo gallery opportunity for all judoka competing in the event.  This way, every athlete has the opportunity to celebrate their participation in the event, the USJF highlights the moral values we want to foster in our participants regardless of age, rank, or competitive success, and the inclusive nature of the USJF is highlighted.  
I am hopeful that a member of the Executive Committee or fellow member of the JYDS would be willing to put this on the agenda, as it is unclear whether or not I would have a vote or a voice at the appropriate time for this issue to be addressed.  Even if the proposal were to fail, having this issue on the agenda would generate much needed discussion about the selection process for each award, the physical awarding of these trophies, and most importantly, the purpose and goals of the awards themselves.
Respectfully submitted,
Janet Y. Ashida Johnson, Chair, JYSD
