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A good biography is one that achieves high levels of authenticity,
substance and interest. To reach these levels,the biographer needs
much assistancefrom first hand sources(peoplewho were there) and
from people who have strong expertise in the subject being written
about. I was very fortunate in having the assistance of many good
people who were highly qualified in the above named categories. I
am pleased and honored to mention their names below and to offer
profound thanks to each of them. This book could not have been
written without them.
Jerry Hays is currently the Archivist and Historian for the United
States Judo Federation. From the very first time that I reached out
to him for assistance,Jerry has been exceptional in the speed, quality
and quantity of his responses. He has sent to me countless discs of
past judo magazines, as well as the most important judo magazines
themselves. He has had a comprehensive and informative answer for
every question I placed before him. His love for the sport of judo
always has been apparent and he is a true credit to the sport and an
excellent ambassador for it.
Jon Bluming has been one of the most recognizable names on
the international martial arts stage for the past fifty years. He has
compiled an unbelievable record of achievement as a competitor,
coach and good will ambassador for the martial arts all over the
world. Furthermore, he has had a warm and close relationship
with the Judo Twins during that time and has written an excellent
Foreword as well as some other interesting reminiscences, all of
which contribute so much to the book. Many warm "bear-hugs" to
you Jon.
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