
Bad News Brown / Allen (Real Name: Allen Coage) Passes Away At 63 - 
Olympic Bronze Medalist 
  
Slam Wrestling posted the following sad news tonight regarding the death of 
Allen Coage. Personally anyone who has heard our hotline and webcast over the 
years, he was one of our favorites. I strongly recommend anyone to pick up the 
RF Video Shoot Interview they did with Bad News.  A very classy man. 
  
Everyone here at Wrestling-News.com and The Minority Report sends along our 
condolences to the family, friends, and fans of Allen Coage. 
  
Here's Slam Wrestling's article on his passing: 
  
Former Olympic judo bronze medalist Allen Coage -- better known to wrestling 
fans as Bad News Allen and Bad News Brown -- has died suddenly. He was 63. 
  
Coage died early Tuesday morning in Calgary at Rockyview Hospital, having 
been rushed to the hospital, complaining of chest pains. 
  
Three weeks ago, Coage underwent hip replacement surgery and had been 
making progress on his recovery. Monday night, he was home alone and called 
longtime friend Gerry Morrow, complaining of chest pains. Morrow got him to the 
hospital. 
  
Coage broke into professional wrestling through the New Japan Pro Wrestling 
organization, training in Japan and spending the first few years after the 1976 
Montreal Olympics in Japan. He was known as Buffalo Coage there. 
  
In the Calgary Stampede promotion, he was a star as Bad News Allen, having 
bloody feuds with the likes of The Dynamite Kid, Archie 'The Stomper' Gouldie, 
Bret Hart and others. 
  
"Bad News Allen was one of those four or five wrestlers who I considered to be 
the hardest men in wrestling," Tom 'Dynamite Kid' Billington wrote in his 
autobiography. "He was definitely bad news.  Don't get me wrong, he was a good 
friend, but once he got you in the ring, it was as if he didn't know you. I've had a 
lot of hard matches in my career, most of them in Japan, because that's how they 
like their wrestling, but the matches I had with Bad News were something else." 
  
In the WWF of the late 1980s, he was known as Bad News Brown, and feuded 
with Bret Hart, Jake Roberts, Hulk Hogan and Roddy Piper.  Coage often 
complained about his WWF run, which followed the closure of Stu Hart's 
Stampede Wrestling promotion. "I made a lot of money up here with Stu. He 
enjoyed me because I put asses in the seats," Coage recalled in July 2006, 
leading into a typical straightforward explanation on his WWF days. "They 
handcuffed me. 



 
They pretty much didn't let me do what I should have done. 
  
"They really held me down ... you've got your head guys, and Randy [Savage] 
called all the shots, so he was the one. I figured the object is to make money, 
and if this guy can make some money for you, you let him go, let him do his 
thing. I guess there was a lot of jealousy there, or whatever. I don't know his 
reason or whatever, but he was the one because he called all the shots." 
  
Jake Roberts recalled Bad News. "He was good, very good," said The Snake. 
Was Coage hard to work with "No, he was kissing easy." Even the judo stuff? "I 
had no problem at all working with him. We had a great time." 
  
With his mean-looking face and a constant scowl, Coage delivered many 
memorable interviews. He is best known for slagging all the "beer-bellied 
sharecroppers" that watched Stampede. 
  
When Stampede Wrestling re-started on TV in 1999, Coage was tapped to  
be a colour commentator, alongside Mauro Renallo. 
  
He had been working the last number of years as a security guard at a mall; 
"Teenagers are a pain in the ass. You always have to run them off," he said in 
July 2006. Apparently they didn't know who they were messing with. "It don’t 
matter to them, they're tough." 
  
Coage is survived by his wife Helen and their children. 
  
Source: http://www.wrestling-news.com/artman/publi...icle_3224.shtml
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